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HzzREws, Chap. VI. Ver. 10. 


For God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labour of love, . which ye have fhewed 
| Zowards his name in that ye baue miniſtred 
* zo tbe ſaints, and do miniſter. 


H E context runs thus: Belayed, we are 
perſuaded better things of Jou, nf 
ings which accompany ſalvation : t 
follows the ground and reaſon of this pet. 
ſuaſion, for God is not vnrightequs to forget ou 
work. 2 
The apoſtle is 3 of opinion, that God has 
charged himſelf ſo particularly with the Galyation 
thoſe who have eminently intereſted themſelves i in the 
miniſtratiun he deſcribes, hat he cangot, 2 
Enjuſtice, forget to reward them wich it. 

As it is not paſſible for me to propoſe, ions 
defire, a ſtronger inducement to practice than thi 

. I will examine; into the characters b which Wa 
miniſtration is deſcribed, which the apoſtle i is ok 
is as claſely 3 ö bes e is 
LAT God. 
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2. I will enquire upon what ground that perſuaſion 
reſts, that to ſuppoſe God capable of forgetting this 
ſervice, is to ſuppoſe unrighteouſneſs in him. 

3. I ſhall conſider how far the buſineſs of this day 
correſponds with the deſcription of the apoſtle. 

The inference will ſpeak itſelf. For the nearer your 
miniſtration approaches to that deſcribed by the apoſtle, 
the ſtronger will your claim be to that l which 
is repreſented in this caſe, as not of grace, but of 
debt. | 

1. The firſt Character is © a work and labour of 


love.” 


This is the term ['E which the writers of the new teſta- 


ment are uſed to expreſs all inſtances of ſocial affection; 


very act of kindneſs, compaſſion and charity, the 
zabitual diſpoſition to which exerted, in all poſſible caſes, 
ato practice, is repreſented as fulfilling the law. It is a 


ſupplement to that wiſe defect of providence, which, 


in the diſcreet profuſion of its gifts, has contrived to put 


à kind ſtop to its own bounty, to give us an opportunity 
.of exerciſing our . So wiſdom is abundantly juſtified in 


her dealings with all her children, while the juſt 
Inequality of God's natural government lays a laſting 
foundation for more ſubſtantial happineſs in the exerciſe 


| & moral virtues, the occaſions of which - reſult from the 


circumſtances of our different ſtations, and Toda our | 
mutual connexion with each other. 

Hence an agreeable neceſſity is impoſed upon us, in 

ion to our ſeveral abilities and capacities, to purſue | 

he good of all by adminiſtring to their reſpective exigen- 

ces, from thoſe inſtances 2 we are made, E 

Ys 


* * * * 
; 
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/ 

. larly, to excel; not contracting our powers within the 
narrow circle of ourſelves, but diffuſing their influence 
through the various charities of each relation. 

To this end God, who has ſet one thing over againſt 
another, has implanted in our nature a principle which 
anſwers to the miſeries of our fellow-creatures; is 
inſtantly ſet on work at the fight of their ſufferings, 
and perpetually ſoliciting us, by a filent, but powerful 
_ perſuaſion, to conſult our own eaſe by A to 

their's.. 

And leaſt en a ' which ſeem of more impor- 
tance to us, ſhould turn away our face from the appear- 
ance, ſhould ſtop our ears to the cries, of wretchedneſs, 
and bar theſe avenues of its acceſs to our hearts; we are 
called upon, by the precept and example of our bleſſed 
maſter, to ſeek out the retreats of calamity ; to lift up 
the veil of diſtreſs ; to go about doing good; and to be 


as. ſolicitous to contract intimacies with the unfortunate, 
as men generally are in declining them. 


2. But though benevolence be the natural principle 
of charity, and the object of it every man in neceſlity ; 
yet the ow points out a higher and nobler ſource of 
this duty, and diſtinguiſhes the perſons who have the 
moſt immediate claim to our regard, when he conſiders 
it as ſhewon towards the name of Chriſt, and adminifired 
to the wants of the ſaints his ſervants. This is the 
ſecond character; in which. benevolence, though a ſtrong, 
is but a ſecondary, gn n en N 
to devotion. f 
I ̃ he cauſe Fan and religion Ge nb pleaſed 
to make his own; and, however, he may ſeem, for the 
3 to have ſet the reward and the practice of it at 
| B 2 a diſtance 


. 

a diſtance from each other, he cannot be an unedn- 
cerned ſpectator of its tryals. And, as he wants no 
auxiliaries for the defence of his ſaints, it ought to be 
matter of joy and gratitude to us, that he will allow us 
in any degree to contribute to the protection of thoſe 
whom he is ſo nearly and perſonally concerned to protect. 

It is, probably, for this reaſon amongſt others, that 
he has been pleaſed to allot any part of this pious work, 
of this pleaſing lalour to our ſhare, to add one virtue 
more to them in patient ſuffering, to add one virtue 
more to us in a generous effort to relieve them. 

It is an admired [ſentiment of a great philoſopher, 


that no object upon earth can be conceived more 


worthy of — a-good man riſing under 

the weight of his uaffliction. But by leave of this high 
authority; I will venture to name unother, which Ithink 
would appear, at leaſt, as amiable in the eyes of him 
Who ſoes all things as they are—I mean, the workings 
of an ingenuous mind, till it d ee e e 
Wore che reach of his affhction * 

To relieve virtue, is itſelf the greateſt virtue; and af 
wende e wee ue ing portrait than virtue filing 
M tears, and ſtanding upright under the load of its 
"Vſizeſs, it muſt be to fee the occaſion of it removnd dy 
ne, who from the irrefiſtible, hen united, principles 
of love to God und man, is more > ror eg 
re that diſtecfs chan he hb feels it. | 


M ore 1agreedble Ipectbele than this cannot . 


till the good man, who now goes on his way -wetpmp, | 
"ſhall retuin at laſt irh joy; till God himſelf the 


patron and protector of virtue (hall une * n, dvr 


n Jawa 2 lis ſuffermg fer vants. 
The 


wok 


« 5 ) 
The miniſtration, then deſcribed and commended by 
the apoſtle, as making God the debtor of thoſe who 


diligently . diſcharge it, appears to be © a continued 


plication to relieve the diſtreſſes of thoſe particularly 
who ſuffer for the promotion of chriſtianity, not barely 
from a ſenſe of the miſeries they endure, but for the ho- 
nour of him in whoſe ſervice they are engaged, and 

mays croſs they eminently bear. 
I proceed to enquire, Secondly, upon 3 


e gpoſtle s perſuaſion reſts, that to ſuppoſe God capable 


of e this ſervice is to ſoppale eee 


It micht — eofanehly be preſum d, even without | 
any expreſs declaration to that purpaſe, that ſuch a work 
as this, coinciding with, and helping forward, the grand 
«deſign of providence, the promotian of happineſs, by the 
Practice of virtue, over all reaſonable nature, could not 


' pals, in its progreſs, unohſerved, nor be left, in the 


end, unrewerded by him whoſe qes are auer the r1ghte- 
eu; and who muſt delight in che ſaintt, who arę in the 


earth, and in ſuch as. æxcell iu qurtus: And the rexela- 


tion of Chriſt Jeſus, which confirms even natural ꝓre- 
ſumptian of our reaſon, has giuen us the moſt poſitive aſ- 
ſurances that the caſe will be as it might, prenuiouſſy 


o that revelation, have bean preſumed. it would be; 


when it not only informs us univerſally, „that wan 
hat meaſure we mote it ſhall be weak ta ut 


and pronaunges a general henediction on the merci al, de- 

claring that hey, ſhall receive, hy ay of recampęuse, 

the very mercy they hawe benen: | But, alſo, mare ꝓarti- 

eee the calc mi 
I ti 


tion of the apoſtle. 


BBS 

deration, adds' a moſt explicit promiſe to the point, 
« 'that he who receiveth a prophet,” or teacher of reli- 
gion, upon the foot of his being fo, ſhall receive that very 
propbet s reward.” And farther, That he who receiveth 
a righteous man, a faithful profeſſor of religion, as ſuch, 
ſhall receive the very reward to which that r:ghteous man 
had, himſelf, a claim '; and more extenſive ſtill, «© That 
he who adminiſters the ſlighteſt ſupport, even a Cup, 
as it is expreſſed, of cold Water, to the moſt inconſiderable 
ſubject in the kingdom of Chriſt, as to a ſervant of him, 
ſhall by no means boſe bis reward”. © 

Nay, we have yet another declaration Fu the bleſſed 
Saviour and Judge of men, more ſolemn, and, if poſlible, 
more ſtrong in our favour than any of the former, That 
he will at his final deciſion on the affairs of the moral 
world, when he ſhall proportion each man's reward to his 
work, conſider every act in ſupport of re/;g:on, and the 
diſtreſſed profeſſors of it, as if it had been done to Him. 


| ſelf”. In as much as ye have done your ſeveral works of 


love to the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have done them. 


unto ME. . Enter you into the joy of your Lord. 


Moſt reaſonable, therefore, does the Apoſtle's pre- 


ſumption appear to be, that God would not be en 


if, after ſuch expreſs, ſuch repeated promiſes, he could 


forget to confer the reward he has promiſed on thoſe 


who continue their attention to relieve the wants of men 


engaged in the intereſts of religion, in purſuance of the 
principle he has implanted in their nature, in obedience 
to his particular recommendation and command. 


It remains only to be conſidered, Thirdly, how far the 
oecaſion of this anniverſary is connected with the deſcrip- 


1. The 


1. The buſineſs of this day carries, in its very aſpect, 
the faireſt pretenſion to the firſt part of the Apoſtle's de- 
ſcription, as “ a work and labour of love”. For amongſt 
the many kinds of proviſion for the innumerable inſtances 
of wretchedneſs to which we are, unavoidably, ſubject- 
ed by the various infirmities, and infinite contingencies, 
incident to our nature and circumſtances, there is, per- 
haps, ſcarce one which, when we attend, cloſely, to 
every particular difficulty of the caſe, will be found to 
alleviate more real miſery, or contribute more to the 
laſting, benefit of mankind than this before us, if the. 
means were, in any tolerable degree, proportioned to the 
end. 

- It muſt be acknowledged, to the eternal honour of this 
nation, that it is ſcarce poſſible, on the moſt curſory 
ſurvey of its flouriſhing capital, and the places round it, 
not to be ſtruck with pleaſure and aſtoniſhment at the ma- 
| ny large and magnificent edifices, monuments of royal 
or of private bounty, devoted to the uſes of piety and 
beneficence, exceeding any thing of the kind in any other 
country, and almoſt equal to the ſeveral exigences of 
- mankind; ſome long ago erected, ſome lately finiſhed, . 
- ſome yet projected and defigned ; in which, as in ſo 
many temples, the ſacrifices of righteouſneſs are. daily. 
offered, ſacrifices with which God is well pleaſed !. | 
..__ Here the age and inability of thoſe, whoſe youth and. 
22 ſtrength have been conſumed in the ſervice of their country, 
find a retreat and repoſe ; ; here the wretched relics of 


thoſe who have died in its defence, ſubſiſtence and relief; 
here the diſtreſſed, but not diſhoneſt, merchant. reſts 


ſecurely in one ſafe harbour, beyond the hazard of rocks 
n here infants expoſed, or deſerted, by their pa- 
rents 


| (8) 
rents are te adopted by the public ; here remedies and miti- 
gations are applied to fickneſs and pain; and to every ſhape | 
of each ; here the poor, but virtuous, matron is better 
accommodated than her own narrow lodging will admit, 
in the particular exigence of her ſex ; here tranquility - 
and tenor is reſtored to the "Mſconcertd and diſtiated 
mind; here comfort is adminiſtered, as far as may be 
done, to the lamentable ftate of thoſe whoſe caſe is pre- 
ſumed to be beyond all hope of cure; here an uſeful and 
ample proviſion is made for the inſtruction of the igno- 
rant, the correction and reformation of the vitious, the 
Promotion of induſtry, the improvement of a 
and virtue and religion. 
Many excellent things have been juſtly fpoken of theſe 


ſeveral inftitutions, yet allow me to fay to the founder 
and promoter of this, though many men have done 


excellentiy, yet thou excell/t them all! And let me add, 
in à ſtrong degree of hope, at leaſt, that the Lord Jovenh 
the gates Fin iv THR thai ater mar, of 


And from this denictable es ef perſons in the 
W 1 ſtations; and whoſe virtues add dignity to their 
ations; fror 'this numerous coneourſe f multitudes 
en evety rank ànd degtec, a fair preſamption ariſes and 
a pleafing profpect, chat, undler the countenance of heir 
authority, and by the ſupport of their affiſtance, it may 
go from ſtrength to ſtrength, till it exceed every other 
inſtitution, as much in perfeckon, as een 
che excellence of its de 

The rineipal objects of this rainfration wide 
"i orphans. Feilen, each, whom nature has placed 
i the foremoſt rank of diſtreſs, whom God has been 
5 pleaſed 


. (0963) 

pleaſed to recommend to the. firſt place in our compaſ- 
ion. The circumſtances of their caſe ſo affecting, that 
God himſelf could deviſe. no ſtronger argument to deter 
the profane from the violation of his law, than to ſet be- 
fore his eyes the dreadful proſpect of leaving his children 
fatherleſs, and his wife a widow. Apprehenſions ſo 
| ſhocking, that nothing can be added to the horror of 
them, but that which it is the happy employment of this 
aſſembly to provide againſt, and prevent, that they ſhould 
become vagabonds and beg their bread ; and that there 
| ſhould be u man to have n on the fatherleſs 
children. 

To the irreparable loſs of comfort and counſel, 
by the diſſolution of the endearing relation of huſband 
and parent, we muſt add the equally helpleſs, though 
quite oppoſite, extremes of age and infancy in ſome; 
of a mind impaired by the violence of the ſhock in 
many; of infirmity in moſt; of extreme poverty in all. 
The laſt, again, more ſenſibly felt when it ſucceeds 
haſtily, as it ſometimes does, to a ſtate remoyed one 
comfortable degres . from immediate ned. and 
want, cu os : 
There are two very different 8 whole: circum- 
ſtances carry in themſelves a preſent alleviation to the 
miſeries of theſe unhappy. perſons : the firſt of thoſe 
who by continuing till in the poſſeſſion of an affluent 
fortune; the ſecond of thoſe who never having been 
poſſeſſed of any, feel no change in their ecqnomy from 
a change in their condition; but the more wretched 
objects for whom we plead, by lying in the middle of 

theſe two extremes, have all che affliction which is com- 
N | C mon 


(to) 
mon to both, without ahy of the advantage which ari- 
fes from either. They neither rejoice in the vaſy afflu- 
ence of one, nor reſt in the happy inſenſibility of the o- 
ther. They have had juſt experience enough of better 
days to make the evil one leſs tolerable ; and what might 
have. contributed to their confolation, if it had remained, 
being added to their loſs, makes that which would have 
been affticting enough in any caſe, almoſt ablolutely in- 
ſupportable im theirs. 

Their very habitation becoftes void by the death of 
their onfy ſupport, and a ſtranger muſt dwell in their 


tents. The ſentence more juſtly pronounced, as à rod, 


on the impious, is prepoſterouſly fallen into the lot of 
vhe righteous. The place theredf shall know them no 


more Tuo thall look after their plarh, but whey al 


tbe Sy 

The little community, which depended upon che flen- 
Her thireud of a ſingle life, is diflolved when that is 
broke; and 'thofe ſons and '\datpitters whom they had 


| Voerſed up us young plants, and were preparing to adern 


as the poliſhed corners &f the temple, are now hurried 


into captivity; a captivity as real, and as unavoidable 


Frota neceffity, as ay in Which r un have been 


Svolred by the law G urs 


And it ſhould'be the ſtrongeſt -incomite 0 our pity, 
it be no addition to their miſury, that it is mot 


the effect of their folly. 


In ſhort, the loſs of the perſon ON whoſe emen 
ahd\conduthey»could ͤ have, moſt ſecurely, relied, ac- 
<ofnpatiied with the abſence of every convenience which 


| PTY dem aner that loss: poverty uggra- 


vated 


( 11.) 
vated by infirmity of body and mind, with the united 
impotence of age and infancy, are burthens only to be 
endured by thoſe who leaſt deſerve to bear them ! _ 

But no words can expreſs, no colours paint their mi- 
ſery | Go, viſit the fatherlefs and widow in their afflicti- 
on | Even there unable to know, what they only who 
feel can know, the whole of their diſtreſs, Let us en- 
ter, however, for a moment this houſe gf mqurning ; 
there ſee the widowed matran oppreſſed with ſorrqw, 
age Whoſe virtues haying been, at firſt, her dawer, 
are now become her laſt reſource ; in paticnce equal, jn 
ſtrength inferior to her ſufferings lamenting the ten- 
der partner f her lot, whaſe-unjon to her nothing but 
death could divide, whoſe preſence added to eyery plea- 
ſure, whoſe perſuaſion abated every pain: far . theſe 
things ſhe weeps; her eyes run down with Water, be- 
cauſe the comforter who ſhould relieve her ſoul js fer 
from her, and her children are deſolate ! 

The very innocence of her little ones, formerly the 
crown of her. rejoicing,, while ſhe was able to conduct 
them under her eye, now. ſerves to increaſe the bittar- 
neſs of her ſoul, when ſhe reflects on the difficulties the 
may engage after they are ſeparated from her gare: theſe 
to things are come upon her, in 2 moment, in que day, 
widowhood, and aporſe than the. loſs of children; * 
dren whom ſhe is obliged to expoſe to danger, to 
ſerve from famine | Whoſe engaging form may. 
the way to their deſtructian; whole neff Webers 
———— 4 gates gh 0 
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Hear her in a circumſtance not unlike that which 
overcaſt the triumph of the afflicted conqueror of Am- 
mon, bewail her miſery in terms like his.---Alas ! My 
ſons and daughters you have brought me very low, 
even you are of the number of thoſe who trouble me ! 

What now, but that indelible ſenſe of providence, in- 
ſpired by the inſtruction, and improved by the example of 
him whoſe memory is dear to her, can reſtrain her from 
crying out, bleſſed are the barren ! the womb which ne- 
ver bore! and the breaſt which never gave ſuck! 
| © See her, inſtantly, forced to quit, with regret, the long- 
loved manſion ; that ſcene of all her joys, that ſanctuary 
in all her diſtreſs, and the neat improvements her ſcanty 
fortune would allow to the poſſeſſion of another maſter. 
The few venerable volumes, which, next to herſelf, 

were the ſource of their pious owner's ſatisfaction, and 
the ſolace of his cares carried away without money, and 
without price, by _ Wo rate not their n 5 1 their 
uſe. 

The fewer friendſhips ſhe had contraftcd: by a con- 
fined, though conſtant, beneficence, now ready to fall 
with the foundation on which they were raiſed- To dig 
unable, and to beg aſhamed, ſhe is reduced to try new 
connections, in a time the worſt for ſeeking them, in age 
and infirmity ; with an argument the worſt for expecting 
them, the want of aſſiſtance and relief; herſelf and her 
infants deſtitute of every hope, but _ which "vs 


A e 
Does humanity acknowledge a ſtronger alan to its 


compaſſion * ? Can charity defire a more proper- object on 
| which it may exerciſe the work and labour * its love ! 
GY x Let 
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Let the proſperous look here and check the i intemperance 
of their joy, by reflecting on diſtreſs which might have 
been, which may yet be, their own ! Let the wretched 
look here, and draw ſome ſuſpenſion of their grief from 
the ſight of ſorrows ſo far exceeding theirs ! 

2. Yet theſe claims to our regard will receive an addi- 
tional ſtrength, when to the miſeries of the immediate 
objects we add the ſufferings and virtues of thoſe from 
whom they derive both. In this view the offices of huma- 


nity will be bound upon us by the cords af religion. If to 


neglect them before was injuſtice, not to perform them 
now is ſacrilege. The plea ariſing from their miſery is 
heightened by the cauſe in which they endure it. 

While the good man is exhauſting his ſpirits, and 
conſuming his ſtrength, in the conſtant ſervice of God 
and his Chriſt; in an unwearied endeavour to promote 
piety and virtue and good-will towards men ; by preſ- 


ſing exhortations to duty illuſtrated and enforced by the 


plain and perſuaſive doctrine of his own example; by in- 
ſtilling early principles into yet untinctured minds, the 
certain ſource of private happineſs, the laſting ſecurity 


of publick peace; by watching thoſe favourable oppor- 


tunities of addreſs, when ſome deſirable diſorder, ſome 
_ uſeful difaſter having ſtopped men ſhort in the purſuits 

of folly, incline them to attend to the call of reafon; 
by pouring oil into the wounds of the deſponding mind, 
and infuſing wholeſome terrors into the breaſt of the 


preſumptuous ; - ought he not to be very highly eſteemed 


in love for his work's fake? A work as eminently uſeful 


to the community, as it is, generally, prejudicial to'the 
uphappy labourer ; who is worthy, indeed, of bis hire, 


but 


| 
| 
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but how rarely does he receive the reward he deſerves ! 
though God never can be, yet man too often, is 2 
righteous to forget this work and labour of his love, 
He riſes early, and late takes reſt, and eats the bread of 
carefulneſs, nay is ſometimes in a worſe condition than 
that which the primitive curſe inflicted upon fallen man, 
in the ſweat of his brow unſatisfied with bread. | 
The too conſtant recompence he receives from an 

unthankful world is, to be defrauded of the little he 
is not able to defend; and to find his not having made 
the occaſion of taking from him, even that which he 
has. May he not take up the words of his ſuffering 
maſter and ſay, many good 4porks have I done amongſt 
you, for which of theſe do ye flarve me! 

Secluded from reaping the fruits of his own induſtry, 
and ill repaid, by thoſe to whom he dedicates his labour, 
he combats with poverty without any other arms but 
patience ; with reproach, without any other return 
but prayer. And though all this be come upon him, 
yet has he not forſaken the law of his God, ener 
himſelf frowardly in his covenant. | 

2 his own perſonal poverty and reproach were all he 

had to ſtruggle with, he would bluſh to decline bearing 
what the captain of his ſalvation bore, A nearer concern 
affects him, one always moſt deeply rooted in the moſt - 
ingenuous mind, the concern. for his poſterity ! A concern 
Lanctified by the pattern of his great exemplar who retai- 
ned his affection for thoſe whom he once loved to -— 
laſt; when he was:obliged to leave them or bans, had 
prepared to ſend a comforter; and, with his laſt breath, 
recommended the care : of ane widow to his beloved diſ- 

le. 

* The 
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The tender regard for the objects of his care obliges 
him frequently to add to the anxiety he feels by an 
honeſt effort to ſuppreſs it. He literally bears the infir- 
mities of others, and labours under ſorrows, which are 
not his own, while he anticipates in his foreboding heart 


+ the future affliftion of his family, when the bridegroom 


ſhall be taken from em, and then they ſhall weep in 


thoſe days! 

This is the conſideration which ſwallows up all the 
reſt; which though he is commanded to bear as a 
Chrefiran, he is not forbid to feel as a man. This 
drinks up his ſpirits, and interrupts him in the proſecu- 
tion of his ſacred task. 

Let it be your endeavour to make this yoke eaſy, and 


this burthen light: That thoſe good men, who do not 
yet reſt from. their labours may ſee this day afar off, and 


be glad. That in the midſt of the ſorrows which they 
have in their hearts this comfortable expectation may re- 
freſh their ſouls. | 
Let their fervices and their ſafferings, - the importance 
of their office, and the difficulties they lay under in the 
difcharge of it, plead ſucceſsfully in their favour, and 
in the behalf of thoſe who are 1 to them than them- 
ſetves. Who may amply repay the aſſiſtance they re- 
wive from you, by diffuſing the principles they have 
imblbed in their infancy ; and become inſtruments, in 
the hand of providence, of diſſeminating Chriſtianity 
through the families into which they are.thrown ; as the 
Captive Damſel, once, directed the baughty Syrian to 
te prgtter in Mrurl. 
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While you thus uniſter to the ſaints, you contri- 


bute to ſupport the religion which they - profeſs, or 


which they teach. By lightning their burthens, you en- 
able them with more caſe to perform their buſineſs. 
You add yourſelves to the nation of prieſts; have the 
merit, without the hardſhip, of being preachers of 
righteouſneſs ; ; and having aſſiſted the prophet in the ex- 
ecution of his office, ſhall, hereafter, by the divine 
Juſtice, be made partakers of his reward. 

Go on, then, to miniſter, as you have miniſtred, 
till you have raiſed upon the foundation laid by princes, 
by prelates, by perſons of more imitable beneficence, 
a perfect work! That this inſtitution may continue no 
longer like the confined cure at the Pool of Betheſda, 
where the firſt, that was admitted exhauſting all the 


virtue, defeated the weary. expectations of thoſe who 


lay behind ,—but reſemble, in ſome degree, the unre- 


ſtrained power of that maſter to. whoſe ſervice it is ap- 


propriated, whoſe healing energy diſpeopled countries of 
their diſeaſed ; — when as many as could touch but the 


hem of his garment were made perfectly whole. 


So ſhall. this ſtain of our reformation be effectually 
wiped off; and while the unfruitful works of Monkiſh 


darkneſs lie ſkreened under the ſecreſy in which they 
were contrived, and buried in the cloyſters in which they 
were committed, theſe ; boly men, who have contributed 
to reform. mankind not leſs by: the virtues of their poſ- 
terity than their own, may never be aſhamed when they 


ſpeak with. their « enemies in the gate. 


Vou have feen the nature of the duty deſcribed by the 


apoſtle : you know the reward which is annexed to its 
performance: 


di (17) 
performance: you have ſeen the correſpondence be- 
tween this and that miniſtration. It would be a reflexion 
upon the principles of your nature and your religion to 
preſs your attention any farther to a cauſe which muſt 
have as many advocates as there are men, as many ſup- 

ers as there are chriſtians. 

I ſhall conclude with reminding you of the argument 
with which we firſt ſet out, that God himſelf takes 
account of their deſolation, and while he, in mercy, 
puts their tears into his vial, and minutes every ſigh, as 
it eſcapes, in the book of his remembrance, you may 
figure him to yourſelves even now, with equal juſtice, 
recording your ſincere, and not unſucceſsful, endeavours ; 
incapable of forgetting your concern, your care, the 
generous work and, not loſt, labour of your love. 

Be ye therefore ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abound- 
ing in this work of the Lord, for as much as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord! Auen. 
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A LIST of the Annual Amount of this Charity, as com- 
. pleat as could be procured, commenting <with 1721. By 
which will be perceived, how much in general the Charity 
| bas encreaſed from the AT on and Bounty of the Pub- 
lic, and which, it is hoped, it will continue to do ſo, as to 


equal the Wants of thoſe whom it was calculated to provide 


— — — — * — 
i 


for. 
4 | . 

721 330 10 _ I a 23. 7 
1722--- 328 16 1739--- 912 11 3 
1723--- 382 6  1740--- 784 1 6 
1724--- 566 10 1741— 834 2 
1725— 630 5 | 1742--- 866 6 2 
1726 — $75 4 1743— 819 

1727--- 651 1744— 848 16 9 
1728 598 17 9 174% 1044 ;- 
1729— 523 6 11 1746— 922 10 6 
1730--- 722 6 4 1747---1062 2 
1731— 840 1 1748— 916 6 6 
een . 1749--- 985 12 6 
— IT IT Ren "2 
1734---1000 3 | 1751---1167 19 
 1735--- 850 5 3 1752---1101 18 6G 
1736--- 837 7 1753---1063 2 6 
1737— 856 ) 7 || 
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